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UK citizen's perceptions of and attitudes to agroforestry

The objective of this work was to assess public perceptions of, and attitudes to, agroforestry using a quantitative
social survey.
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Background

The British public expressed neutral to positive attitudes towards
agroforestry (AF), perceiving relatively high benefits and low risks for
farming and the environment.

There were distinct regional differences in citizens' perceptions and
attitudes to AF, with those in South West England, North East England and
Scotland viewing AF the most favourably. In contrast, citizens in the West
Midlands, Wales and London viewed AF least favourably. 

Citizens’ attachment to the countryside shaped their preferences for the
rural landscape, environment, and farming, which in turn had a positive,
indirect effect on their attitudes towards AF. However, these citizens also
valued current rural landscapes and food production, and expressed
concern that AF could alter both.

Policymakers and planning authorities need to account for regional
differences in citizens’ perceptions when facilitating AF adoption to avoid
public a backlash to land-use decisions.

Even though there is a growing body of work on the ES benefits of AF in the UK and farmers' perceptions and attitudes
towards AF, there is little to no research exploring citizens' perceptions of, or attitudes towards, AF. However, citizens'
perceptions and attitudes are critical for the planning process because negative public perceptions can delay or reverse
planning decisions. Moreover, public perceptions and attitudes can shape consumer behaviour with respect to food
products, with negative perceptions of management practices causing reductions in consumer demand. To investigate
citizens perceptions and attitudes towards AF, we administered an online survey to 1509 UK citizens in 12 UK regions
(Scotland, Northern Ireland, North East England, North West England, Yorkshire and the Humber, East Midlands, West
Midlands, Wales, East of England, London, South West England, South East England). 

54.7% of respondents were frequent visitors to the countryside and were also
concerned about environmental degradation and preservation of rural landscapes. 

Respondents prioritised environmental conservation above food production.

There were strong regional differences in citizens' attachment to the countryside,
concern about environmental degradation, and attachment to current rural
landscapes.



 With regard to regional differences in attachment:

Respondents in Wales showed the strongest
attachment to the countryside, while Northern Irish
respondents showed the weakest. 
Respondents from the West Midlands were least
concerned about environmental degradation.
Respondents in North West England were most
concerned with preserving rural landscapes, in
contrast to respondents from London, who were least
concerned about this.

Agroforestry was generally perceived neutrally to
positively by all respondents and was thought to provide
moderate to high levels of benefit for farming and the
environment. There were regional differences in citizens'
perceptions and attitudes towards AF. 

For example: 

Citizens in South West England, North East England
and Scotland viewed AF most favourably. 
Citizens in the West Midlands, Wales and London
viewed AF the least favourably. 
Respondents in Northern Ireland showed the greatest
concern about the potential risks around AF, while
those in the North West of England were the least
concerned about these potential risks.

Findings

Implications & Recommendations

From a citizen's perspective, AF is a viable means of addressing some of the UK's tree planting, Net Zero, and
nature recovery goals. 

Citizens see the environmental benefits of AF as outweighing potential negative impacts of AF on food
production.

Strong regional differences in citizens’ perceptions of AF suggest that policymakers and planning authorities
must be sensitive to local concerns and take these into account when facilitating or incentivising AF adoption.
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