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Future Treescapes in National Landscapes – the need for definition, analysis,
partnerships and funding strategies

A knowledge exchange project between Chilterns-based farmers, estate managers and conservationists with
researchers in the agricultural and environmental sciences to share the most up-to-date research on
sustainability, planting schemes and productivity for UK woodland regions.
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 Background

National Landscapes (NL) each have different landscape
characteristics and unique qualities. A significant amount of tree
cover expansion is expected to be delivered by the NLs. 

Each NL must balance multiple needs, e.g. landowners, farmers,
habitat, landscape character, protected status, cultural heritage,
climate change impacts, around tree planting and management.

Right Tree Right Place – Right Habitat Right Place: Planting trees
should enhance the different characteristics of each NL. Care is
needed to ensure tree planting is not detrimental to other valued
habitats and landscape character areas.

The project explored and applied treescapes research in collaboration with farming and landscape
professionals from the Chilterns National Landscape and beyond. After identifying specific knowledge gaps
and challenges in Chilterns’ treescapes and refining these findings with Chilterns’ farmers, land managers,
and conservation groups, discoveries were scaled up for broader treescapes applications across the UK’s
other wooded landscapes. This led to the sharing of successful strategies with the aim of supporting the
resilience and growth of UK treescapes for the wider benefit of the environment and society.  

Future Treescapes in
National Landscapes

Nine key priorities for
Chilterns woodlands were
identified and ranked. These
were discussed in detail at the
workshop and the community
knowledge needs were
identified. Current research
was shared from six current
Treescapes projects to
support knowledge exchange.
Finally, an action plan for the
Chilterns was developed along
with a Guidance Hub for land
managers.
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National Landscapes professionals highlighted a wide range of
knowledge and resource gaps and needs around the design and
implementation of treescape strategies. For many the main limitations
were time and resources, including funding and time for people to
support and implement strategies. They also highlighted:

Data and baselines – for example, the condition of woodlands - are
needed to help understand where challenges and opportunities lie
and understand what the woodland can offer. 
The need to consider challenges around land ownership: National
Landscapes produce a treescapes plan, but do not own the land
that may be needed to implement a tree planting and management
strategy 
Collaboration and communication: The benefits of partnerships
with a wide range of stakeholders, for example, Natural England,
The Forestry Commission, The Rivers Trust, and farmers groups.

Findings: workshop two

Implications & Recommendations
The Trees and Woodland Strategy (TAWS) guidance could be expanded to support the development of
treescape strategies for National Landscapes, together with local authorities. It would include clearer
definitions, targets and measurement strategies. Early engagement of NLs with local plans/policies could
help to ensure alignment of aims.

A working group could be set up with the Tree Council and representatives from the National Landscapes to
develop the TAWS guidance & partnership working.

Further funding is required for: NL Project Officers to develop treescapes strategies and for implementation
of the strategies by landowners (farmers, woodland owners, estates). NLs also need tools and the flexibility
to design grant applications that are locally appropriate.

Effective implementation of NL treescapes strategies require partnership working, including in-person
meetings, to develop a collaborative understanding and collective effort. 

There is a need to develop a better understanding of tree and woodland health and an economic assessment
of the value of trees/woodland to inform management decisions.

Further dialogue, advice and knowledge exchange should occur to reduce risks and uncertainties for NLs
and to prevent unforeseen consequences of tree planting targets.

A database of tree focused resources and information, centred on “Growing; Planting; Managing; Monitoring” was
developed during the project and forms part of the Tree Council’s Guidance Hub. 
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